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The purpose of this study was to highlight some of the specific aspects of small and
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) created by foreign entrepreneurs. In France,
research into this subject is still in its infancy and the field is relatively new, even
though the numbers of such firms are expected to increase in the coming years. For
the research, a small number of in-depth cases, all SMEs in the Nord-Pas region of
Calais, France, were studied empirically. The preliminary results presented here
are concerned with the characteristics of the entrepreneurs and how they manage
their firms. A typology is proposed and will eventually be tested on a larger sample.
Research into venture creators of foreign origin is still in its infancy, and the field is
relatively new in France.1 One of the main reasons for this is probably the fact that
these firms currently represent only a small percentage of the general population,
although their numbers are expected to grow in the coming years. The empirical
research we propose here will therefore provide some much needed additional
information
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